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Education



The International Baccalaureate (IB) 
offers a continuum of education.

Ages 3-12

PYP MYP CPDP

Ages 16-19Ages 11-16 Ages 16-19



Ada Merritt K-8 Center

Creating a better world through education



Ada Merritt K-8 Center



Key elements of an IB 
education

u International mindedness

u The IB learner profile

u A broad, balanced, conceptual 
and connected curriculum with 
a focus on global issues

u Approaches to teaching and 
learning

u Service learning



What makes Ada Merritt Unique?
Ø IB World School with PYP and MYP

Ø Small, nurturing environment

Ø Dual language instruction

Ø A rated school in Miami- Dade County Public-DCPS Schools 
District

Ø Rigorous, connected and broad curriculum

Ø Ada Merritt K-8 center has been recognized as a top 
performing school in the nation by:

Ø Magnet schools of America: School of Excellence

Ø by the American Organization of Teachers of Portuguese (AOTP)

Ø Spanish Ministry of Education

Ø Strong parental involvement and support



Admission Process and Requirements

All grades: 
complete an online application through the School of 
Choice and Parental Options website before 
January 15, 2023.

Grade specific requirements:
Grade  K: none
Grade 1: 2.0 GPA
Grades 2-8:
• 2.0 GPA 
• Language Proficiency test (mandatory: select date 

and location online)

http://yourchoicemiami.org/magnet-applications/
http://yourchoicemiami.org/magnet-applications/


Admission Process and Requirements

In-Person Tours and Informational Sessions starting at 
9:00 a.m. on the following days:

Tuesday, October 25, 2022
Tuesday, November 15, 2022
Tuesday, December 13, 2022
Tuesday, January 10, 2022

Check Ada Merritt K-8 Center website for dates and 
additional information on selection process and 
registration process.



What is the PYP?
Concept driven, 
inquiry-based 
instruction

A broad and 
balanced 
curriculum

Student-centered 
aimed at developing 
attributes of the 
Learner Profile

Aimed outcome 
of an IB 
education

Focus on service 
and the 
application of 
knowledge

Focus on trans-
disciplinary 
themes



PYP at Ada Merritt K-8 Center
What is the IB Primary Years Programme?
• a comprehensive approach to teaching and learning
• focuses on the development of the whole child
• focus on academic, social, physical, emotional and cultural 

needs of students. 

What are key elements of the programme?
• student learner profile and specific attitudes
• concept driven curriculum 
• understanding that socially responsible actions are an integral 

part of the learning process.

Guided by a series of questions, students and teacher develop 
units for exploration and study creating a dynamic and energizing 
learning environment. 
These elements are extensions of 3 inter-related questions:
• What do we want to learn?
• How best will we learn?
• How will we know that we have learned?



PYP curriculum framework
It incorporates:
• Key Concepts: form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective,

responsibility
• Approaches To Learning (ATL), skills:

o Thinking – Critical, creative, transfer
o Research – Ethical, media, and information literacy
o Communication – Listening, speaking, interpreting
o Social – Interpersonal, social, and emotional intelligence
o Self-management – Mindfulness, time management, organization.

Academic subjects are studied in themes. Teachers and students design units for 
exploration and study, guided by a series of basic questions that provoke ideas of local 
and global significance. 
Each grade level will showcase one unit.

The Trans-disciplinary Themes
The PYP consists of 6 themes that encourage students to research, discuss, challenge,
share, and present their knowledge.
• Who We Are
• Where We Are in Place and Time
• How We Express Ourselves
• How the World Works
• How We Organise Ourselves
• Sharing the Planet.



International Studies Program (ISP)
International Education Program

Students with an advanced level of fluency in Spanish or 
Portuguese have the opportunity to participate in the  
International Studies Program or the International Education 
Program in the PYP by joining the extended day program (5 
hours/week).

Criteria for participation:
u Above average academic and conduct grades 
u Completion of homework assignments
u Satisfactory attendance
u Teacher recommendation



What is the MYP?
Concept driven, 
inquiry-based 
instruction

8 subject groups, 
providing a broad and 
balanced education

Student-centered 
aimed at developing 
attributes of the 
Learner Profile

Aimed outcome of 
an IB education

Focus on service 
and the application 
of knowledge

Focus on global 
contexts



IB Learner profile: IB Mission in Action 
Establishing an IB culture in the school
• Learner Profile
• International Mindedness
• IB Community engagement

First ring: Teaching and Learning 
• Global Contexts explorations
• ATL skills teaching and mapping
• Inquiry-based classroom

Second ring: service and projects
• Service requirements
• Service learning outcomes
• Development of Learner Profile 

Attributes
• Community project in year 3

How do we breathe IB life into our MYP classrooms?

Third ring: Curriculum
• Aligning District curriculum with IB framework
• Developing units, assessing, and reflecting
• Collaborating
• Interdisciplinary teaching and learning

Who?How?

What?

How?

MYP Program Model
A framework that creates a balanced approach 
to the school’s curriculum.



Global Contexts

u They provide a framework for learning within and across 
the subject groups. 

u They allow connections among the subjects themselves, 
and between the subjects and real-life issues

u They enable students to develop a deeper understanding 
of both the subject and its application in the real world .

Ada Merritt K-8 Center

Characteristics 
of the MYP



Approaches to Learning
u Develop effective study skills

u Develop critical, coherent, and independent thought

u Learn problem solving and decision-making skills

u Become life-long learners

u Nurture academic integrity

Thinking skills

Critical 
thinking

Creative 
thinking

Transfer

Social skills

Collaboration

Communication 
skills

Communication

Self-
management 

skills

Organization

Affective skills

Reflection 

Research skills

Information 
literacy

Media literacy



The MYP provides a framework of academic challenge and life skills for middle school 
students.  It  engages them in  a thorough study of eight disciplines viewed through the 
lenses of five areas of interaction.

u All students:

u take annual courses in mathematics, mcience, individuals and societies, 
language and literature, language acquisitions (Spanish or Portuguese), 
humanities in chosen world language

u take courses in physical and health education (PHE) and arts, alternating PHE 
and arts throughout the year

u Follow a 4X4 block schedule alternating between even periods one day 2, 4, 6, 
8 and odd periods 1, 3, 5, 7 the following day

u Take a year-long design class 

u Gifted students take an Advanced Academics design class

u Have the opportunity to earn High School credits in mathematics, science, and 
language acquisition

u Participate in service and complete a community project

u Participate in after school clubs and team sports.

u Celebrations

Unique Features of the MYP at 
Ada Merritt K-8 Center



International Studies Program (ISP)
Students with an advanced level of fluency in Spanish have the opportunity to participate in the  
International Studies Program in the MYP by taking advanced level Spanish classes:

u Spanish: 

u Spanish Language & Literature for  International Studies 1 and 2 in grades 6 and 7

u Advanced Placement Spanish class in grade 8

u Spanish Humanities: Spanish Humanities for International Studies 1, 2, 3 in grades 6-8

u Participation in the IS program culminates in 8th grade with an Advanced Placement (AP) 
course and exam in Spanish language and culture.

Criteria for participation in ISP:

u Participation in the IS program at the elementary school level

u Satisfactory grades in all core courses

u Teacher recommendation

u A score of 70% or higher on the Spanish Placement Test

All ISP classes are high school level courses and count towards a student’s high school GPA.



u All Middle School students take advanced 
mathematics courses:
u Advanced mathematics in grades 6 and 7
u Algebra 1 in grade 8

u Students who excel in  mathematics have the 
opportunity to participate in an accelerated 
mathematics program, taking Algebra 1 in grade 7 
and Geometry in grade 8. 

u Criteria for admission into the accelerated track:
u FSA scores: level 5 in mathematics
u Fifth or sixth grade teacher recommendation
u Strong work ethics
u Good grades in all subjects

Mathematics



Ada Merritt K-8 Center

u In order to be successful in Algebra 1 students need to 
have mastered the foundations for this high school course

u All Algebra 1, Geometry, Civics and Earth/Space Science 
students will take a state end of the year test (EOC)

u All grades received on high school level courses will count 
towards a student’s GPA.

Mathematics (continued)



Design

u Utilization of tools to solve problems, 
research and produce

u Project-based classroom

u Design Cycle



Portfolios
At Ada Merritt K-8 Center, Portfolios serve a dual purpose: 
u They make students active participants in the evaluation of 

their progress by reflecting on their growth, their 
performance and on the work selected as examples

u They provide an overview of growth throughout the middle 
school years.

Throughout the MYP, students maintain a digital portfolio on 
Managebac. They collect and reflect on:

u Samples of their work
u Extra curricular activities
u Service activities
u Learner profile self-assessment
u Feedback from teachers and parents.

A complete Portfolio is a requirement to qualify for the Ada 
Merritt International Baccalaureate Certificate and pin in 
eighth grade.



Service

Ada Merritt K-8 Center



Service at Ada Merritt K-8 Center

Ada Merritt K-8 Center values service with others as an 
important way to develop lifelong skills, character and 
attributes of the learner profile. 

Each school year, students take opportunities through 
service in the community to develop, act and reflect on 
MYP learning outcomes for service. In order to meet 
these learning outcomes, they are required to complete a 
minimum of 10 hours of service in 6th and 7th grades, and 
20 hours in 8th grade. 

Service as Action is an integral part of the MYP, culminating 
in eighth grade with the completion of the community 
project.



Learning Outcomes for Service

Ø Awareness - Become more aware of your own 
strengths and areas for growth 

Ø Ethics - Consider the ethical implications of your 
actions 

Ø Global Value - Develop international-mindedness 
through global engagement, multilingualism and 
intercultural understanding

Ø Initiative - Discuss, evaluate and plan activities that 
you initiate on your own

Ø Perseverance - Persevere in action
Ø Challenge & New Skills - Undertake challenges that 

develop new skills
Ø Collaboration - Work collaboratively with others



IB MYP Requirements
u Maintain grades of 2.5 or higher in all subjects 

and in conduct
u Maintain acceptable effort and conduct grades
u Follow the schools attendance, punctuality, 

uniform and behavior guidelines
u Complete home learning assignments regularly 

and use the student agenda
u Complete the required Community and Service 

hours:
u 10 hours in 6th and 7th grade
u 20 hours in 8th grade

u Maintain a portfolio 
u Complete the 8th grade Community Project

Ada Merritt K-8 Center



Intellectual growth should commence at
birth and cease only at death.
Albert Einstein

A COMMUNITY OF LEARNERS

Ada%20Merritt%20Promo%20v.2.mp4

