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Guiding Question

How will MYP experiences
help me become a better student and 
an inquiring, knowledgeable and 
caring lifelong learner?
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Sixth Grade Student Orientation
Ø MYP Overview

Ø MYP at Ada Merritt

Ø Courses

Ø Schedules- Odd/Even

Ø MYP Requirements and expectations

Ø Grades requirements

Ø Service as action

Ø Portfolio

Ø Managebac

Ø Student Code of Conduct

Ø Resources
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The International Baccalaureate (IB) 
offers a continuum of education.

Ages 3-12

PYP MYP CPDP

Ages 16-19Ages 11-16 Ages 16-19
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Creating a better world through education
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Key elements of an IB education

u International-mindedness

u The IB learner profile

u A broad, balanced, conceptual and 
connected curriculum

u Approaches to teaching and 
learning

u Service learning



courageous



The MYP Model 
A broad, balanced, conceptual and 
connected curriculum
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Global Contexts

u They provide a framework for learning within and across 
the subject groups. 

u They allow connections among the subjects themselves, 
and between the subjects and real-life issues

u They enable students to develop a deeper understanding 
of both the subject and its application in the real world .

Ada Merritt K-8 Center

Characteristics 
of the MYP



Approaches to Learning

Approaches to learning skills allow 
students to:

u develop effective study skills

u develop critical, coherent, and independent 
thought

u learn problem solving and decision-making 
skills

u become life-long learners

u nurture academic honesty and become 
principled learners

file:///10.206.24.5/ib/MYP%20Share/extended%20homerooms/Plagiarism/academic%20honesty%20contract.rtf


Approaches to Learning skills
(ATL) 

Thinking skills

Critical thinking

Creative thinking

Transfer

Social skills

Collaboration

Communication 
skills

Communication

Self-management 
skills

Organization

Affective skills

Reflection 

Research skills

Information 
literacy

Media literacy



Unique Features of the MYP at Ada 
Merritt K-8 Center

u 8 period schedule offered in a 4X4 block 
schedule

u International Studies/International 
Baccalaureate programs
u Portuguese or Spanish
u Two levels of Spanish available
u Two classes in chosen language: language and 

humanities
u Advanced level classes (high school credits)
u PE and Arts classes, alternating throughout the 

year
u Year-long design classes 
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Schedules
All students take nine classes in a four

by four block schedule as indicated below.
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Student Schedule

ADA MERRITT K-8 CENTER
SCHOOL YEAR 2013-2014

Student Schedule for

STUDENT NAME

Grade: 8 Subject Room 
Number

Teacher Name

Homeroom 208
Period 1 Physical Science 206
Period 2 Algebra 1 110
Period 3 Spanish Humanities 212
Period 4 Gifted/Technology 103
Period 5 American History 306
Period 6 Language Arts, Adv. 208
Period 7 Music 144
Period 8 Spanish 104
Period 9/alt PE 101
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u All Middle School students take advanced 
mathematics courses:
u Advanced mathematics in grades 6 and 7
u Algebra 1 in grade 8

u Students who excel in  mathematics have the 
opportunity to participate in an accelerated 
mathematics program, taking Algebra 1 in grade 7 
and Geometry in grade 8. 

u Criteria for admission into the accelerated track:
u Top level on mathematics standardized testing
u Previous teacher recommendation
u Strong work ethics
u Good grades in all subjects

Mathematics
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u In order to be successful in Algebra 1 students need to 
have mastered the foundations for this high school course

u All Algebra 1, Geometry, Civics and Earth/Space Science 
students will take a state end of the year test (EOC)

u All grades received on high school level courses will count 
towards a student’s GPA.

Mathematics (continued)
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IB students at Ada Merritt K-8 Center have the 
unique opportunity to participate in the 
International Studies(IS) Program and take 
advanced level Spanish classes in:

u Spanish language: 
uSpanish Language & Literature for  International 

Studies 1 and 2 in grades 6 and 7
uAdvanced Placement Spanish class in grade 8

u Spanish Humanities: Spanish Humanities for 
International Studies 1, 2, 3 in grades 6-8.

All IS classes are high school level courses and count 
towards a student’s high school GPA

International Studies Program



Ada Merritt K-8 Center

u Previous participation in the IS program at the elementary 
level

u Satisfactory grades in core courses

u Teacher recommendation

u A score of 70% or higher on the Spanish Placement Test

International Studies Program

Criteria for participating in the IS program in 
Middle School:



8th Grade Requirements
ü To receive an Eighth Grade Certificate of Promotion 

students must pass all Middle School core classes.
ü To receive an Ada Merritt K-8 Center International 

Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme (IB MYP) 
Certificate and Pin students must meet the following 
criteria:
ü a GPA of 2.5 or higher in all Academic Courses and in 

conduct
ü a minimum of 40 hours(1) of Service as Action: 10 in 

grades 6 and 7 (2), 20 in grade 8. Each year, all Service 
Record forms must be completed before the May 
deadline (the total number of hours is reduced to 25 
during the pandemic)

ü a satisfactory eighth grade community project 
ü a complete  MYP portfolio for each year of the MYP.



Meeting grades requirements
✓ Maintain a grade point average of 2.5

✓ Follow teachers’ instruction and complete all 
assignments

✓ Take advantage of extra credit opportunities

✓ Always strive to do your best

✓ Ask for help if you need it

✓ Check your grade average regularly

✓ Make up missing work if you are failing.

✓ If you are failing courses, be sure to see your teacher 
or counselor for improving your grades or for course 
recovery registration. Do not wait!



Service and Action
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Service at Ada Merritt K-8 Center
Ada Merritt K-8 Center values service with others as an 
important way to develop lifelong skills, character and 
attributes of the learner profile. 
Service as Action is incorporated into the Middle Years 
Curriculum to encourage students to think of themselves as 
thoughtful members of their local and global community. 
Each school year, students take opportunities to develop, 
act and reflect on MYP learning outcomes for service. In 
order to meet these learning outcomes, they are required 
to complete a minimum of 10 hours of service in 6th and 
7th grades, and 20 hours in 8th grade. 
Service as Action is an integral part of the MYP, culminating 
in eighth grade with the completion of the community 
project.



Service in challenging 
circumstances

In challenging circumstances and times, well-being 
remains the focus and priority for all learning and 
teaching in the MYP. While physical distancing 
protocols limit the kinds of action that students can 
undertake, there are still many ways that they can 
work towards the learning outcomes for service. This 
guide will address opportunities for safe and 
principled action in the current context for MYP 
students. This school year, middle grades students are 
asked to complete a minimum of 5 hours of service in 
6th and 7th grades, 15 in 8th grade. 



Learning Outcomes for Service

Ø Awareness - Become more aware of your own 
strengths and areas for growth 

Ø Ethics - Consider the ethical implications of your 
actions 

Ø Global Value - Develop international-mindedness 
through global engagement, multilingualism and 
intercultural understanding

Ø Initiative - Discuss, evaluate and plan activities that 
you initiate on your own

Ø Perseverance - Persevere in action
Ø Challenge & New Skills - Undertake challenges that 

develop new skills
Ø Collaboration - Work collaboratively with others



Service guidance and support for students

Structure in support of service participation:

Ø MYP service Leader: Ms. Alvarado

Ø 6th service advisors: Ms. Borrego (grade 6), Ms. Alvarado 
(grade 7), Dr. Hernandez (grade 8), 

Ø Service Orientation at the beginning of the year

Ø Service guide for students

Ø Managebac guidance for proposing, completing and 
documenting service activities

Ø Additional information detailed in the Student Service
Guide



Portfolios
At Ada Merritt K-8 Center, Portfolios serve a dual 
purpose: 
u They make students active participants in the 

evaluation of their progress by reflecting on their 
growth, their performance and on the work selected 
as examples

u They provide an overview of growth throughout the 
middle school years.

u Homeroom teachers will provide portfolio guidance 
and monitor its completion.

u Students can work on their portfolio at home or during 
extended homeroom on Wednesdays. 

u All portfolios will be maintained and stored on 
Managebac.

u Students can upload chosen work samples or link them 
directly from files stored in their subject files folders.



All checklist items will be entered as goals 
in your portfolio.

MYP Year
1 2 3

1. Student Information: 

a. Complete student profile on Managebac

b. Approaches to learning self-assessment

c. IB learner profile self-assessment

d. End of grading period self-assessment

2. Work Samples with Reflections: 

a. Select a minimum of 6 per year
b. Include work samples that reflect a range of subjects
c. Ensure all subjects are represented by year 3 in your portfolio
d. Upload work from personnel files or link from your Managebac files

3. Extra-curricular Activities: 1-2 reflections with artifacts per year

4. Family Involvement:

a. Family involvement activity form with artifact (1-2 per year)

b. Parent/Student Portfolio Review form (1 per year)

5. Service as Action:
A goal will be assigned to portfolio with the end of the year SA due date 
Enter a reflection on service participation during the year
Enter total number of hours completed
Upload/link service verification forms and artifacts

Portfolio checklist



Student Code of Conduct

Ada Merritt K-8 Center

Students at Ada Merritt K-8 Center must:
Ø adhere to the Miami-Dade County Public schools 

Student Code of Conduct
Ø adhere to the Ada Merritt K-8 Center Academic 

Honesty Policy
Ø review, complete and submit the student 

academic honesty form at the beginning of the 
year.

Be sure to always show respect to all people 
around you and to other’s property, physical or 
virtual.
Now, more then ever, be kind to one another!



Beginning of the year requirements

Ada Merritt K-8 Center

Ø Submit all required administrative documents
Ø If required to complete a summer course on 

Florida Virtual School (FLVS) during the 
summer, complete it before school start

ØComplete all summer assignments before 
school start

ØCome prepared for school with all required 
supplies

Ø Submit student and parent email for access 
to  Managebac account.



Continued…
Additional information detailed in the Student 
Information Packet in your Managebac files:

u Bell schedule

u MYP schedules

u Student work presentation

u Discipline and bullying

u Cell phone and electronic devices usage policy

u Uniforms

u Grades reporting

u Service and portfolios

u Attendance and academic honesty

https://cdnp.prod.managebac.com/uploads/asset/file/92854596/myp_information_packet_21-22.pdf?Expires=1628939997&Signature=SxEFh7s~0-MM2nKKZBUpqA-IxIHf7xJXbxs6IVdQmM3voxBmsQZ9sErF7zfMmz67pNFWQ56GuqhedGQxBayaAIdWcHRsWBcY~tTjhq0TEXHm67T~X25ckoWjZ9ESHdjxNdbpEYKrYG5FJ3v7jpF~sUixQUWTiuIVWeD8GRv623t7aouhZOU5~7HnhkHsmbYt3htG0Onm-FZeZCT4Ow0wVYPPxnoSo77yy4yQUrvpt9QgHfSIpYxJZeBtfU~9WmzY2igisPFQkB-CDkSBqj8spyVRY5LLgoaSohLM1sH2Gm~pU04NUYi7K6-wNCaQvYnY0KF6WRsDYWRoaE14dMua5w__&Key-Pair-Id=APKAIONV4W2WDGROD6WA
https://cdnp.prod.managebac.com/uploads/asset/file/92854596/myp_information_packet_21-22.pdf?Expires=1628939997&Signature=SxEFh7s~0-MM2nKKZBUpqA-IxIHf7xJXbxs6IVdQmM3voxBmsQZ9sErF7zfMmz67pNFWQ56GuqhedGQxBayaAIdWcHRsWBcY~tTjhq0TEXHm67T~X25ckoWjZ9ESHdjxNdbpEYKrYG5FJ3v7jpF~sUixQUWTiuIVWeD8GRv623t7aouhZOU5~7HnhkHsmbYt3htG0Onm-FZeZCT4Ow0wVYPPxnoSo77yy4yQUrvpt9QgHfSIpYxJZeBtfU~9WmzY2igisPFQkB-CDkSBqj8spyVRY5LLgoaSohLM1sH2Gm~pU04NUYi7K6-wNCaQvYnY0KF6WRsDYWRoaE14dMua5w__&Key-Pair-Id=APKAIONV4W2WDGROD6WA


Online Resources
u Managebac: 

u students and parents will need to provide a current 
email address

u Service as Action

u Portfolios

u Curriculum/classes/assignments/tasks, etc.

u M-DCPS Portal:

u Monitor grades and assignments

u Request parent alerts

u MYP page on Ada Merritt K-8 Center Website

Ada Merritt K-8 Center

http://adamerritt.dadeschools.net/new%20indexpage.htm
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How can parents help?

u Making sure the child is attending school regularly and on 
time

u Monitoring the child’s progress through the student 
agenda, M-DCPS Parent Portal and communication with 
teachers

u Ensuring that students meet the expectations of the 
Parent/Student Honor Code

u Reading, watching or listening to national and 
international news and discussing their impact

u Asking students open-ended questions to allow them to 
define and express their opinions 

u Encouraging and assisting your child to participate in 
service activities.



Managebac support for students
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https://managebac.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/360045820351-Getting-Started-with-ManageBac-as-a-Student

